
Energy and Technology Committee Members, 
  
I am writing to support Proposed House Bill 5002, “An Act Concerning the Development of a 
Green New Deal.” 
  
Last year, this body worked together, summoned its courage, and passed an ambitious bill to 
reduce greenhouse gases to 45% below 2001 levels, by the year 2030. Thank you to all of you 
for your support and leadership in addressing climate change. As a millennial, I simply ask for 
the same opportunity to breathe air that older generations have enjoyed on our planet for 
centuries. Unfortunately, lack of action by politicians for decades has made your task bigger 
today. Luckily for us, you are up for the challenge. 
 
Considering the existential threat of climate change to our planet, the GHG reduction goal is a 
great start. The next question is, how do we get there? Let’s consider that up to 40% of our 
state’s greenhouse gas emissions come from transportation, and that the dominant mode share 
for CT commuters and travelers is to take a single occupancy vehicle. In Hartford, we see the 
impact of transportation decisions on our environment and public health. The majority of jobs in 
Hartford, my city are held by people - 80,000 of them - who drive to work alone every day. This 
increases the wear and tear on our roads, and pollution in our air - threatening public health, 
environmental safety, and economic development in our city. Without pushing more commuters, 
including state employees, to sustainable transportation modes - bus, train, bike, walk, carpool - 
we won’t be able to make a dent in our greenhouse gas emissions. Or, you’ll have to make 
drastic cuts and changes in other areas to compensate.  
 
Fortunately, expanding sustainable transportation opportunities through the Green New Deal 
framework addresses several of our state’s challenges simultaneously, leveraging our efforts in 
each area for maximum impact. 
 
In order to reach that target the state needs to continue with individual bills and this Green New 
Deal to push that target into the planning for transportation and development statewide. 
  

 40% of our state’s GHG emissions are from the transportation sector, the largest 
contributing sector by far.  As such, any solution to reduce GHG must address 
transportation. Please ensure that The CT Department of Transportation be required to 
incorporate the GHG reduction targets into their infrastructure planning and project 
prioritization. Instead of designing highways for MORE diesel trucks and single 
occupancy vehicles, DOT must design for FEWER private vehicles, and MORE & 
BETTER public transit, in line with our state’s complete streets policy. On the other 
hand, building new highway lanes and bonding funds for expensive new state garages 
work against our shared goals. Improving public transit will also support public health 
and economic development goals. Instead of simply writing plans, we will need you to 
also fund and execute the great ideas experts in our states develop together. 

 State Transportation Benefits - Please support Rep. Concepcion’s bill to offer a 
‘parking buy out’ or alternate ‘transit pass benefit’ for state employees. The state of 
Connecticut employs roughly 51,000 employees. As the largest employer in the state, 
we ask you to manage transportation demand for your employees - shifting even 20-
30% to sustainable commuting, and to even move closer to their jobs, could be 
transformative for our cities. A transit pass benefit was specifically recommended in the 
Governor Lamont’s transportation transition team recommendation and could be 
modeled after the popular U-Pass program at state colleges and universities. 



 Focus on Equity, Existing Systems - Shift to Transit and Active Transportation – 
Our small State of Connecticut has three cities in the top 26 in the US (pop > 100k) with 
high rates of zero-car households.  For example, the City of Hartford’s zero-car 
household rate is greater than 30%.  In seven Hartford neighborhoods the zero-car 
household rate tops 40%. In addition to increasing economic viability of public 
transportation by improving service, we must view transportation as an equity issue - 
many folks walk or bike, transportation modes we should encourage and incentivize, 
because that’s the only way they can afford to get around. Improving public 
transportation will have a great impact on folks’ abilities who don’t have cars to get and 
keep jobs. And for goodness sakes, will you please get bike racks at the Supreme Court, 
LOB, and State Capitol? We’ve been trying to do this for years. It’s a shame how long 
it’s taking. 

  
The Transport Hartford Academy put out a survey in the metro Hartford area on transportation 
related issues.  This survey may be useful to you when considering the green new deal and a 
sustainable transportation system that best serves the future of Connecticut.  In addition to 
reaching out to our email list, we sent this survey to transportation industry professionals, 
posted it to local town social media pages, and shared it through the MetroHartford Alliance. 

 Survey Results - https://centerlatino.wufoo.com/reports/2019-transport-hartford-
legislative-priorities/ 

  
Thank you for your attention to these important issues and your work on shaping Connecticut’s 
Green New Deal. 
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